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PART 1

My father was a victim of a hate crime.
He was beaten by German racists in 1977
and died several months later. My mother
became a single parent and raised two
children on her own. | was two and a half
years old when my father passed away.
Since only my mother took care of me and
my sister, | grew up in poor circumstances.
My parents had planned to buy a house,
and that’s why my father decided to go
work for a German company. He had to
leave her in order get a better salary.
My mom said that during the time my dad
worked in Germany, they were fine, and
they lived a pretty luxurious life. | could see
what he left to us. We had an 8 mm. film
projector and a slide projector. My mom
used them to show the films and slides
my father had shot when he was in
Europe. He also left some whiskey bottles
and souvenirs from Europe, such as
a small paperweight Pieta, a plate with
a Caravaggio painting printed on it, etc.

Then after my dad passed away, my mom
had to stay at my grandmother’s house.
It was in a ghetto, so in childhood | lived
among the poor. After my dad passed
away, my mom left me during the daytime
with Jae Hiang, our neighbor, a woman
who was a retired bar hostess. She would
come to our house to take care of me.
Sometimes her daughter, a transgender
woman, would come to visit her at our
house. | remember her daughter was so
beautiful. Jae Hiang called her “E-Tee.”
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(E, is a Thai slang title used before the proper
name of a woman. And Tee, is Thai slang
for an ethnic Chinese boy.) She won a trans-
gender beauty competition at a carnival held
during annual Loi Krathong celebrations.
At the carnival, she sat on pickup truck,
which was entirely covered with flowers.
It looked like a huge bouquet, only at truck
size, moving slowly down the street.
She sat on a chair shaped like a flower
blossom. Mom took me to see the carnival.
The pickup drove around our neighborhood
that day. She was beautiful, indeed. Looking
at her, | wished | could be her.

Every time Tee came to visit at our house,
my heart would beat hard. | remember
wishing to be beautiful like her. Every
morning my mom would sit in front of her
makeup table. | would lay on the floor looking
at her while she put makeup on her face,
little by little. It was such a beautiful
moment. The smell of her makeup was so
nice. She would turn on a radio program
called Welcome to My World. Every time
the program started, the DJ would play
the song Welcome to My World. Whenever
this song played as my mom put makeup
on her face, it was a magic moment indeed.



PART 2

Welcome to my world

Won’t you come on in?
Miracles, | guess

Still, happen now and then
Step into my heart

Leave your cares behind
Welcome to my world

Built with you in mind

Knock and the door will open
Seek and you will find

Ask and you’ll be given

The key to this world of mine
I’ll be waiting here

With my arms unfurled
Waiting just for you
Welcome to my world
Waiting just for you
Welcome to my world

PART 3

Na Poo, a handsome young man who was
our neighbor, always cuddled me. | was
a cute little boy, and he liked me | guess.
He would kiss me on my cheek, kiss me
on my lips and hug me gently. Sometimes
he would touch my penis. | still remember
how that feeling was so good when he
touched me. | really loved it when he
touched me. | remember | wanted to be
a woman, and | liked men. | was really
confused, as my body was a boy’s body.
| remember that it was the first time
| learned to keep “the secret.” | was around
four when my mom sent me to elementary
school. That’s when Jae Hiang stopped
coming to our house. Later Jae Hiang
came back to work with us again, for financial
reasons, when | was six or seven. One day
| wrote a suicide letter. It’s a vague memory,
but | guess it was because of one very sad
thing that happened to Jae Hiang’s daughter.
Tee was gone. She had died. Because
Jae Hiang didn’t come to our house every
day until after the hour | went to school,
| didn’t get to see her daughter very often.
Only when | walked past Tee’s shop,
a small restaurant set up with a table and
several plates filled with different kinds of
curry soup. She sold khao lad kaeng,
a quick plate with steamed rice topped
with your choice of curry soup. Tee and her
husband took care of this small restaurant
together. | remember that even with no
makeup, she was still very pretty. And her
husband, only wearing a sarong, with
his chest bare, would sit beside her with



a cigarette in his hand. On that day,
my family talked about the death of Jae
Hiang’s daughter. My aunty, my mom, my
mom’s cousin, my grandma — they all sat
and chatted about how she had passed
away. | heard them say she had committed
suicide. At that time, | already knew exactly
what “dead” meant, from my father’s
death, and | knew “committed suicide”
from books, movies, TV dramas. But | had
never known about it happening to anyone
| knew in my real life. | was shocked and
terrified. After her daughter passed away,
Jae Jiang came to work at our house
again. She helped wash our clothes. One
day, she found a suicide letter in the pocket
of my shorts. She gave it to my mom. | had
written that letter but couldn’t remember
where | had left it. When | got back from
school that day, my mom came back
home late. When she saw me, she pulled
me into her arms and started to cry. | still
remember my mom saying, “| would die if
you die.” It became a promise. | didn’t
want to actually commit suicide. | just
wanted to do what Tee had done to herself.
| wanted to change myself to be like her.
It was a secret | would never let my mom
know. | walked like a girl, but | was chubby
and my skin was sunburned and tan, so |
looked pretty ugly to others. Every time
when | walked down the street to middle
school, a group of boys would shout at
me, telling me how ugly | was and throwing
things at me. That was a tiny part of my
memory of Jae Hiang’s daughter who
committed suicide, for her emancipation
and liberation. It was sad, but at least there
were some beautiful parts in it. That was
a tiny part of my memory of how | endured
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my confusion living my life in this binary
world. The world that has left me in
oppression. | believe we as LGBTQ people
all share more or less the same experience,
in having a sexual or gender identity different
from the norm. | was the lucky one. One of
my trans friends was beaten up by a man
she hooked up with who was apparently
homophobic. She didn’t tell him she was
a man, instead letting him think she was
a real woman. So when he found out she
had a penis, he beat her badly. A trans
woman who | met in Berlin got smacked
on her face by strangers in the street.
ldentifying as a different gender is not
a casual thing. It’s terribly serious. Can you
imagine how a person suffers, how much
pain he or she must feel in order to endure
changing sex? A man who was interested
in the male body but identifies psycho-
logically as a woman? When my mom
found out | was gay, she wanted me to see
a psychiatrist. She went to a Buddhist
temple for her own therapy. But being
gay or transgender is not simply playing
a role, as if tomorrow you can change to
something else. Our sexual or gender
identity is not as predetermined by nature,
but we choose it. And then that’s who we
are from that time on. This choice is a very
radical choice, which defines who we
are and defines our personality. Being
transgender also differs according to
economic class. Those who are born in
poor and developing countries have it the
worst. The capitalist claim is this idea of
sexual fluidity, that we can be whatever we
want. But in binary politics, there is man
and woman, and we are the “other.”



PART 4

Transgender people experience their identity
as different from their biological gender
at birth. Being homosexual means you
experience your sexual identity as different
from others. It is something extremely
harsh, traumatic. LGBTQ people don’t
have a free choice in this simple way, as if
they could simply play with their identity.
This means LGBTQ people suffer a great
deal. For transgender people, it’s such
painful suffering that they undergo an
operation. | recently got to know this
transgender woman in Berlin. He was
a gay man when he married a man who
didn’t want him to have female physical
appearance. After her husband passed
away, she started hormone therapy and
had her breasts surgically enlarged. She
then met another man who wanted her to
get rid of her breasts. Now she is going to
have surgery again. | talked to her, and she
told me she will do it because she loves
him so much and he loves her so much as
well. | met another trans woman, from
Malaysia, who was staying at a women’s
shelter in Berlin. Her name is Layla. She
got to know a transwoman on a trans
group on Facebook, who later became her
trans “mother.” This woman asked Layla to
come to Germany and apply for asylum.
Layla dreamed about a better life in
Germany, where she expected to get further
education and a good job. She spent her
savings and sold some of her belongings,
then bought a plane ticket in April 2018.
She applied for asylum immediately after
arriving in Berlin, without help from a lawyer.
For a few days, she stayed at the hangar
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at the Tempelhof Airport, then already
decommissioned and being used to house
refugees. She was moved to an LGBTQ
camp until August. There, she was fondled
and assaulted by many Arab guys. | also
met Jae Korn, a 39-year old transgender
woman who is a sex worker working in
Switzerland. These are some stories from
people I've met, and there are other
people I've not mentioned here.



PART 5 NIKORN TAVEESAP INTERVIEW

Nikorn Taveesap was the name given to me
when | was born in Chumpae, Khon Kaen.
| changed my name in 9" grade to Chamadol
Taveesap because one of the school’s
janitors was named Nikorn Taveesap, yes,
exactly like mine. Being a katoey (feminine
male homosexual or transvestite), | was
bullied so hard (laugh) so | decided to
change my name. | am from a poor family in
the Northeast and my parents split up when
| was five. | had 4 siblings— all boys. I'm
the third one, so | have two older brothers
and one younger. My parents were fighting
for as long as | could remember, and every
time they fought, they would send me off to
live with my mom’s sister and grandmother.
| think it was during that time around when
| was 3-4 years old was the beginning of my
becoming gay.

At first | didn’t realize it. | lived with my
grandmother and aunt, and my neighbor
was also female. My two older brothers who
were 5-6 years older than me, always
played rough and | never liked it. Instead,
| was this dark sickly little kid who knitted,
cooked, and cleaned with his grandmother.
| think the feminine part of me was nurtured
then. | realized that | was a kathoey when
| started school. People at school called me
“homo.” | was like, “Wait, I’'m not a boy.”
Boys liked football but | didn’t. | liked girl
games like pretend grocery shopping, hide
and seek, and jump rope. | knew which
games were for boys and which were for
girls. | understood the concept of boys and
girls. “Wait, What am |? But | like girl games.”
| think it was then that | became gay. | heard
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people call an older boy a homosexual but
| didn’t think | was one. Until one day when
people started called me that, | realized,
“Wait, am | really a katoey?”

Everyone knows how it feels to be called
names— Sometimes it hurts. “Don’t come
to my place— My family does not welcome
katoeys.” | started to recognize those small
wishes in me, like wanting a barbie, wanting
a doll with long hair and wanting to wear
a skirt. | think it was then. | realized | | was
getting what | wanted, to play what | wanted,
or to wear what | wanted. “Wait, why could
girls wear skirts to school and | couldn’t?
Why did | have to wear a boy scout uniform?
Why didn’t | get to wear a skirt?” | think
then | started to realize that | was a katoey.

My mother was a seamstress, right? so
there were plenty of fabrics around. | would
use her remant pieces as a jacket or
a headscarf— something | must have seen
on television. Mom never told me off. | don’t
think she expressed her approval but
neither did she show her disapproval. When
| turned into a lovestruck teenager, she just
told me, “Don’t buy him flowers. He wouldn’t
like you— you are a katoey. Don’t be fooled.”

My puppy love crushes were with boys in
the same school grade. | knew | loved
the guy, but he must have been very polite
because he always smiled to me, without
yelling “homo,” like the senior jerks would.
| would buy my crush flowers on Valentine’s
Day and give him heart stickers— like we all
did. That was it really. | knew he didn’t love



me back but | was young. | was this dark-
skinned boy with a huge head and a short
haircut. In my teenage years, | had a lot of
acne. | know that | wasn’t pretty and that
| was a kathoey. At first, | felt sorry for myself
in secondary school and high school.
My love was never successful in Thailand,
or in school— | was a katoey. In Thailand
there was no true love for the queer,
especially for the underaged short-haired
ones. Whether you were a gay guy or
a kathoey, there is no chance of true love
for you. Most of the time Thai men we liked
would either talked to us out of politeness,
insult us— “homo”, or they would try to get
something from us knowing we would be
willing to pay.

Looking back, | think | really, really wanted
love. Everyone feels lonely. Every teen
wants a girlfriend or boyfriend. In my case,
it was always a one-sided love affair based
on assumptions. If he talked to me nicely,
or accepted my flowers, | assumed we were
basically boyfriends and he must have liked
me, too. Looking back, | now think, “Why?
Why did | do all those things? How could
| have been that stupid?” |, like all katoeys
do at some point in life, lived in an imaginary
world where men loved me back, based just
on the fact that he accepted my presents.
If a guy agreed to go to dinner with me,
| assumed he agreed to be my boyfriend,
when really all he wanted was just a free
meal. When a guy had a drink with us, we
katoeys assumed he wanted to flirt with us
when really he just wanted a free drink.
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Back then when it wasn’t as open as now,
there was no honest dinner or drink, they
were just squeezing us dry. That was
the truth, especially for katoeys.

Then | had sex for the first time. One of my
many female friends in the neighborhood,
who was a few years older than me, would
have me tag along with her. She was one
of the wild teenagers who snuck out of
the house to see guys. She would tell her
mom that she and | were going to a study
group together. She would then leave me at
her house with her brother to go hang out
with her policeman’s-son boyfriend. Back
then | was so innocent— | didn’t know what
sex was. We watched porn. | was like,
“Wait, what is this?” | didn’t understand
what people were doing in those porn
movies. Her brother was lying in bed
watching porn. Then he started touching
himself. | was like, “Wait, what is this?”

It seemed he wanted me to see what he
was doing. He was sitting up in bed while
| was sitting on the floor. | was young, right,
so | started to get nervous thinking, “Wait,
wait, What?” Then he pulled me up to him
in bed and pushed my head to his genital.
| innocently went along, tears and all. | just
went along. That happened quite a few times.

He was nice enough, but | didn’t know what
sex was. My head was pushed so his penis
was inside my throat. | felt nauseous and
tears came down my face. The thing was
| didn’t dare telling other people about it
because | was so young, only around 15-



16, and at that point my friends weren’t
talking about sex yet. This incident went
down in my memory of being sexually
assaulted when | was a novice monk during
third grade summer vacation. There were
a bunch of us and we all would bathe in
a pool together. We sat on the stairs where
the water was up to the neck and only
the heads would be visible. An older novice
monk came to sit next to me and took my
hand to his thing under water. Then he
pulled me close until his genital was at my
anus, but it didn’t go inside. | was clueless.
When | got older to around 14 or 15 and
knew more about sex, | thought, “Wait, was
| raped?”

When | was nine— that’s really young—
| was clueless. | didn’t know what was
what. Thinking about it now, | realize,
“He treated me horribly. You didn’t treat
me nicely. You harassed me.” | didn’t
understand and didn’t dare telling other
people about it.

It felt hopeless for me to ever experience love.
It was always one-sided. | was a katoey —
wasn’t pretty— wasn’t rich. Some of the older
katoeys had boyfriends. Well, they had men
who they could eat with, drink with and
have sex with, or some were involved with
someone else’s boyfriends who would
come to the katoeys for money or free
meals. Well, | had nothing to offer.

After my high school graduation, | went to
a teachers’ college and stayed in a mixed-
gender dormitory. | met the son of the
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dormitory owner. His room was close to
mine. There wasn’t much to do around
the teachers’ college— there was no disco-
theques and it was far from the city— so we
had a lot of sex. | loved him, like a katoey
would, and assumed he was mine because
we had sex. He came to see me often and
| went to see him often, so | started to feel
possessive. | bought him things and did his
laundry. | thought then that he loved me
because he called me over a lot and | went
to see him a lot. We also did other things
together like riding around on a motorcycle.
When we were in the second or third year,
he met new people and decided to have
a girlfriend. | was hurt.

Yes, | felt he was mine. | think he was
a gentle and polite person so he didn’t say
otherwise. Perhaps he thought | was
a friend and he was lonely, but | thought
it meant something more. Maybe his
feelings were at 2 but mine were at 5.
He might have thought me as a friend.
| just happened to be nice to him when he
didn’t have anyone. But | wouldn’t let go.
“You come back and be mine!” Something
like that. | called the girlfriend to yell at her
a few times. | cried a lot during my first and
second year of college.

Then there was a family issue. My mother
was arrested so | had to start supporting
myself. Back then when | was in grade 11-
12, amphetamines were widespread, and at
the end of my alley were little huts known as
the slum. It was sort of like Klong Toey
where amphetamines were available. | lived



at the top part of the alley with that area at
the end. When amphetamines came,
my mom started selling. It was painful for
me. She never listened to me. | understand
that she was lonely, because her husband
left her. She was not the type who listened.
She got arrested. She got arrested when
| had just started my first year of college.
The incident shook the ground beneath my
feet. No one was paying for my tuition so
| applied for a student loan which gave me
1,000 baht a month. During school breaks,
| worked at a barbecue restaurant washing
the dishes and cutting the meat— things
like that. | worked hard to pay for the tuition
myself. Then | started my first year in college
and had that one-sided relationship. He left
me before the second year started and my
heart was broken. | didn’t have any money
or family. Mom wasn’t at home. She wasn’t
there. There was no water or electricity at
the house. During the school break, | had to
find a job with free accommodation.
The last school break of the first year, right
before the second, was the hardest time of
my life. | didn’t have money so | had to
leave the dormitory, where | could be close
to my lover, since the place belonged to his
father. | couldn’t afford to pay so | had to
move away from him. The distance between
me and someone | loved— or someone
| thought loved me back— helped me forget,
| think. | moved out of that dorm into a male
dormitory out of necessity, but it turned out
to be a blessing. Hardships and blessings
usually come hand-in-hand. The distance
helped me forget him.

| did visit my mom in prison though | never
had much of a relationship with her for
as long as | can remember. She had me
stay with grandma and she was quite
bad-tempered and a little aggressive.
She was loud and not exactly reasonable.
Looking back, | understand that she was
stressed, lonely, and sad, being dumped by
her husband, especially during that time.
It wasn’t like now— him leaving was the talk
of the town. In a way, | understand her—
she had 4 kids and no husband. Having to
make enough money to support all the kids
must have been stressful. At the same time,
| didn’t want to be near her. Every time
| say, “Mom,” wanting to ask something,
she would shout back, “Don’t ask me” —
shouting and screaming. That was why
| preferred staying with her sister. | was
aware of the fact that she sold amphet-
amines. Yes, | warned her but she wouldn’t
listen. She was always the stubborn type,
the know-it-all type. She was stubborn and
liked to say, “It’s all my money. Every grain
of rice and every drop of water— I'm feeding
you,” or things like, “Don’t you dare talk to
me like that. Don’t you teach me. Can you
manage to support me?” Those were
the things she would say. | could only do
so much. | think | was lucky, if you look at it
from the right perspective. | was in that kind
of environment but | was surrounded by
good friends whose parents were teachers
and who liked studying. | didn’t have friends
who did drugs even though my mom sold
amphetamines. I'm thankful for the poverty.
I’m thankful for the group of friends who
liked going to school. They were the kind of



friends | had. | saw them wanting to go to
tutoring schools. | remember waiting while
they were in a tutoring session. A teacher
asked why | didn’t join them. | told her
| didn’t have the money and the teacher let
me enroll for free. | was average in my studies.
| wasn’t that smart but | liked studying.
| was upset with my seamstress mother
who didn’t have money for me. | had to
wear old-looking uniforms to school while
my friends were wearing brand-new ones
from Samor brand If it was the beginning of
a new semester, my mom would be upset,
not having enough to pay for my textbooks.

Poverty is a horrible thing. Ah! | wanted to
buy the whitening facial cream— Pond’s
Whitening. | wanted to buy an anti-acne
cream. | wanted to go to Mor Muanchon
facial clinic— stuff like that. Back then my
friends would go. Oh, 1,000-1,500 baht
a month, and the pimples were gone. Ah,
| wanted that. | wanted to buy birth control
pills so | wouldn’t have acne and stuff.
| wanted wear Dr. Scholl shoes and Gap
t-shirts. “Why don’t get to wear them?
Why is my life like this?” Then | started
working. When | was in high school, Mom
started working at a seamstress shop.
The owner also owned a laundromat,
so | went there to help— to hang out with
Mom and to help ironing. The owner later
opened up a barbecue restaurant, and that
was when | started working. | worked on
Fridays to Saturdays— sometimes Sundays.
The owner lived in Chumpae and the barbecue
place was at Nhong Bualumphu which was
a new province at the time. | went along
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to wash dishes and wait tables. | made
50 baht a day.

When Mom was arrested, the water and
power got cut off at our Chumpae house
and the place became abandoned. | begged
for free accommodation. Life was really
hard then. | begged to stay at the barbecue
place. | got paid 50 baht a day doing every
task there was. | would wake up to wash
the grill pans. | would use my feet to hold
the pans and hose them down. Then | would
use a steel brush to scrub them. Then | would
cut the meat and make the sauces. In
the evenings, the owner would come
arrange tables. | was to bring the blackened
pans to tables and serve food, with my sexy
kathoey butt. That was 50 baht a day.
Remember back in the days where street
restaurants would have a small cardboard
room to store charcoals? — that room was
my bedroom. | felt a little sorry for myself.
Then my school friends found out that
| worked— it wasn’t normal to work. They
knew | was a waiter and a dishwasher boy
and they teased me for it. | didn’t care.
The daughter of the restaurant’s owner
would make condescending comments —
sometimes.

It was a Friday or a Saturday, right?
The owner’s daughter who was a year
older than me, came to the restaurant with
her mom and boyfriend. The daughter drove
them. Back then, whoever drove a car was
considered cool. She drove for her mom, so
her mom could come to open the restaurant.
She must have felt, “l am somebody.” | knew



she looked down on me but | didn’t care—
| just did my job. One time— | remember
that the period TV series “Nang Tas”
(Slave Girl) was extremely popular then—
the couple were eating their barbecue
meal— | think it was the final episode
of the series— they were eating at their
table and | was sitting up in something
like a hammock. | was lying there. Now,
the boyfriend, who knew me because we
went to the same school, asked the owner’s
daughter why she didn’t invite me to eat
with them. The brat answered, “Why would
| invite her? She is from a different class and
can’t be seated at the same table.” Then
| just looked away and left. | didn’t want to
watch the series anymore. And tears came
down my face.

| remember one time a family came to
the restaurant. The parents asked what
their child wanted. | was taking their orders
and they were talking to their child, but | just
turned around and went into the kitchen,
thinking, “Why didn’t | have that with my
family?” and tears welled up. When | was
poor and my mom was in prison, everyone
insincere left me. They were afraid. Some
friends from high school wouldn’t talk to
me. They must have thought that | hit rock
bottom— that | didn’t have any money. One
of my relatives had a Somtum restaurant.
| asked to wash dishes there during school
breaks when | didn’t have a place to stay.
She said no and that the clients would be
disgusted by a katoey. A lot of katoeys had
HIVs— back in the 80s. That person was
my blood-related aunt of mine. That was
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why | worked at the barbecue place
instead. Once | went to the aunt to ask for
money. | remember this incident clearly.
She had a small grocery store. She didn’t
have any kids. When | saw her at the store-
front where her husband was, she said,
“Why did you come? | have no money for
you.” She pretended to shoo me away.
Then she asked me to wash some dishes
for her at the back of the store. While | was
at the back, she was in the store packing
charcoal into bags and selling them for 10
baht each. | was washing the dishes while
hoping that | would get something like 50
or 100 baht. Then my aunt walked over
and pulled money out of her bra— that
was where old women kept their money.
| saw 10-baht banknotes, you remember
those? Those pale-colored banknotes were
smeared with coal. She gave them to me
and told me to hide them so her husband
wouldn’t see. She yelled at me. | saw
the roll of 10-baht notes and | almost cried.
That’s not true— | actually wept. Then she
walked over again with more money—
maybe two or three hundred baht. She said,
“Quiet.” | finished doing laundry and washing
the dishes and walked out to the storefront.
When | got there, my aunt said, “Grandpa,”
that was what she called her husband,
“Give him this. Let’s give him 50 baht.” So
dramatic, isn’t it? When | got on the bus
back to my college, | cried all the way back.

When we are down, true friends will reveal
themselves. | look after the aunt now.
She gave me money. She has no kids so
| give her money for her expenses.



Life was difficult until | graduated. During my
last two school years, | saw women in
the neighborhood married to foreigners.
| was like, “Wow, the men are so rich and
handsome.” “Oh, foreigners liked dark-
colored skin— that’s me.” Something like
that. “I must be their type.” | would see on
newspaper a katoey marrying a wealthy
foreigner, or a foreigner marrying a katoey.
| was like, that was possible. My boyfriend
was going to be a foreigner. The thing was
there was no gay guy marrying a ladyboy,
or a Thai man marrying a katoey like there
is now. Then | had an idea of wanting to go
abroad. | was like, “Wow, that woman came
back rich, buying black grapes,” which were
rare back then. | joined a neighborhood version
of Alcazar Cabaret. You see, the katoeys in
the area would rent costumes to put on
a singing show or a Mor Lum performance.
When the foreigners’ wives visited their family,
they would hire the katoeys to play at their
parties, which were filled with music and
food. “Wow, foreigners’ wives have a fabulous
life.” | dreamed of becoming one myself.
And foreigners would tell me | was beautiful
and ask to take photos with me. | would get
tips. “Ooh, | must find my way.”

When a foreigner gave me a compliment,
| felt good about myself. And | thought
foreigners would accept me for who | was.
| might have a chance at marrying a foreigner.
Something like that. A dark-skinned woman
had a husband who hit her and eventually
left her, just like my mom. Once she went
abroad, oh, she married a handsome guy
to marry who took a good care of her.
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You know? “I must become like her.”

| had always dreamed of marrying a foreigner.
Now when | was in the first semester of
third year, we were to get practical training.
| applied for internships in Phuket and
Pattaya. The teacher asked, “Why do you
want to go to those places? You have
a hidden agenda, don’t you?” In the end,
| got Pattaya because Phuket would have
been too expensive. There was a senior
who had gone for practical training before
me so | asked to stay with him. During the day,
| was an intern at an insurance company.
At night, | worked in a beer bar, the kind
that was popular in Pattaya those days.

| worked as a bar companion and | got to
have sex a few times. | wasn’t popular
because | was a ladyboy in a gay bar. Do
you understand? Gays like the masculine
type of homosexuals— the type that act all
manly. | was the obviously feminine homo-
sexual with a powdered face and short hair.
No one chose me really. | was in Pattaya for
almost two years. After my graduation,
| went back there and stayed for another
year. Then | got myself a foreign husband.

After the internship, | went back to complete
the last semester before graduating. All my
friends went straight to work. | only had my
mind fixated on marrying a foreigner.
My close friends, my best friends knew that
| wanted to get out of Thailand. | hated
Thailand— the heat and how | wasn’t
considered pretty. Oh, posters of New York
and cities in Germany really glorified



the countries as somewhere beautiful with
opportunities and hope for me. When
| graduated, | went to work at the same bar.
| didn’t really get any guys. The bar owner
took a liking in me and gave me some extra
work like accounting and cleaning. Next to
the bar was an internet cafe where people
can check their emails. They needed someone
so they asked me to work there during the day,
to collect money. Back then foreigners’
wives came to these internet cafes to check
emails and chat on skype with their men.
| was to turn on their computers and clock
the times. Some couldn’t understand
English so | helped them read and write.
My English wasn’t good. | just knew a little
but you have to imagine how clueless these
women were. They didn’t even know how
to check their email, or understand simple
words like, “yes,” “no,” or “okay.” So |
helped them write their emails. The internet
cafe was where | met him— not the bar.
He was German, my first husband.

He was gay. Back then my hair was short.
When | was an intern, | dressed as a short-
haired male student. When | went back to
the same job in Pattaya after graduating,
my hair was still short and | wore jeans and
a t-shirt. My first husband used to date
a bar boy whom he brought over to Germany,
who he bought a house and a car for, and
also who dumped him after all that. He was
heartbroken and came to hate all bar boys.
He saw me at the internet cafe— “Ooh, this
boy works all day.” Not that | was hard-
working or anything. The owner wouldn’t let
me leave. He asked me to dinner and | went
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with him. Working at the internet cafe
| knew the lives of foreigners’ wives. Some of
them were so lucky they got 3-4 men giving
them allowances. The women would copy
and paste the emails to their men. 4-5 men
would be sending them money. | learned
a lot about the Thai wives. Sometimes they
would get tricked by the men and many
times it was the other way around.

| wanted to go abroad and he was the very
first one to take an interest in me, taking me
to dinner and all. He traveled to Thailand
a lot and every time he would visit me.
We emailed, called, and skyped. One time
he came and took me to Chiang Mai. | got
to ride on the plane for the first time. Oh, |
was ecstatic. That happened a few times—
him coming to see me during his Thailand
trips. We wrote and talked on the phone.
Then he asked me to go to Germany for
the first time. | just went for it. It wasn’t
a choice, believing | didn’t have one.
All  wanted was to get away from this life—
anything but this life in Pattaya. | wanted to
find someone and flee the country.

| took a trip to Germany for 3 months, waited
3 more months, then repeated with 2 more
trips. The third time | came on a tourist visa
again but later changed to a marriage
visa— it was when you could still do that.
Two years before | went they changed
the law so same-sex marriage was legal.
It was right before they disallowed switching
from tourist visa to marriage visa. Afterwards,
you would have to go back to Thailand and
do some studying first.



The marriage life wasn’t smooth. Well,
| didn’t love him— | just wanted to go
abroad. He also had a package from
the relationship before ours. He was
the know-it-all type. | swear that | had
no intention to deceive him in any way,
but he must have had some really bad
experiences. He told me that | couldn’t ask
him to sponsor a monk ordination, saying
he knew Thais play cards during their
monkhood. He said not to ask him money
for a funeral for my parents or relatives,
saying he knew that Thais play cards at
funerals. Stuff like that— he knew it all from
experience. The free magazines circulated
in Pattaya didn’t tell happy stories, and my
husband just loved reading all the horrible
things about Thais. He was also the kind of
person who thought he was always right,
the smartest, the best, that he knew every-
thing. That made it impossible for me to
love him. | liked gentle, polite guys. | think
everyone does, right? He wasn’t the polite
type— talking rudely and calling me stupid,
every single day. It was painful. When | first
went to Germany, he sent me to a language
school but wouldn’t let me join any class
where there was another Thai person.
He forbade me from going to Thai Park.
We lived together like this for 4-5 years,
with my short hair. “You are stupid. Thais
are stupid,” he would be saying. If | dropped
a keychain, he would call me stupid. | didn’t
understand why he needed to say stuff like
that around your life partner. It was quite
hurtful. He would tell me how stupid Thais
were. During the Tsunami when a lot of
Thais died, there was this news scoop
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showing how they were cleaning up Patong
Beach with coconut brooms, like Thais
would. My husband would say, “LL.ook! Thais
still use coconut brooms like they did 100
years ago— how stupid Thai people are!”
| told him, “Well, if we’re so stupid, why did
you go to Thailand? If you hate Thailand
so much, why did you go there?” Do you
understand how badly he would talk about
Thais? Sometimes | would say, “Why don’t
you go stand in front of a university to find
an educated German husband?”

| met him when he was almost 60, but he
had a lot of money. He was rich and rich
people were mentally sick. He was stingy.
“Yes, I’m successful. No, you had no part in
building up the life that | have today.
| earned it all by myself.” Germans were
like that. He had me but | wasn’t part of
his family. We lived in a big house. | was
comfortable but | wasn’t happy.

He gave me 400 a month— which was very
little, mind you. A room was rented more
than 1,000 a month. | asked why he gave
me so little when | had all the expenses and
a mother to take care of. He would say,
“She’s not my mom. Your mom— not
mine.” | fought with the foreigner husband.
And every time | called home, mom wanted
money. | had nowhere to go.

On our wedding night, he had sex with his
friend. We had a party for our wedding.
He invited a friend and introduced him to
me. When all the Thais and other guests
left, | cleaned up. The house was 3 stories



high with an attic room. His friend was
going to stay in the attic room. | was so
tired from organizing the party all day long.
| excused myself to bed. After being in bed
for a while, | thought, “This is late. Where is
my husband?” | heard footsteps upstairs
and thought, “Oh, are they still partying?”
so | went upstairs. | opened the door and
saw them having sex. | swear. It was my
wedding night. | was so upset. He could do
anything he wanted but | had no right to do
this. All he could do as a husband was
being jealous and possessive — not letting
me go anywhere. But he could do whatever
he wanted. Every morning he would be in
Romeo chatrooms and watching sex video
chats. | was to bring him breakfast but we
never ate together. | would put breakfast
in front of him and he would call me stupid.

| was starting to reach my limit. When | first
came, | went out for German classes but
not anywhere else. After learning German
and finishing class C of the language diploma,
| started going to university to learn drawing,
sketching, and anatomy. | also started
learning how to cook at Volkhochschule.
| did everything. One day, | had a sketching
class learning to draw bodies anatomically —
nude. | wasn’t ashamed to be naked or to
draw people naked— whatever got me out
of the house. | had no other reason to leave
the house because he wouldn’t let me have
any friends. Classes were the only reasons
| could get out. | learned cooking and many
other things. My teacher told me to take
the entrance exam so that was what | did
and started university. When | decided to
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become a woman, we were fighting about
something | can’t remember, | borrowed
1,000 from a friend for my breast implant.
It was hard to make my husband under-
stand. he didn’t like the idea. | thought— to
hell with it. | didn’t care if we would have to
break up.

In the end, we didn’t break up. We stayed
together, by that time it had been 7-8 years.
| came back from Thailand | showed him my
breasts— “| got a boob job.”

| didn’t say anything. The thing was we
didn’t have sex. He just wanted a companion.
He didn’t respect me as a girlfriend or wife.
He was the type that didn’t have any
friends. He had a successful career but he
didn’t have a single friend. He was someone
from a broken home, raised by a single
mother with no resources, and he became
successful as an engineer and a teacher.
He had a countless number of houses for
rent. He was a capable professional but he
had no friends. He never got invitations to
birthday parties, only to funerals.

Then | was going to break up with my
husband. By the 17" or 18" year of marriage,
we couldn’t stand each other anymore so
| broke up with him. That was also when my
hair was getting long. | got a boob job and
| grew my hair, alright? | got good feedbacks.
When | looked like an underage kathoey,
nobody was interested in me. Then | went
to a gay sauna and no one showed any
interest. Had | looked manly, some would



have approached me. The way | looked
then was no-go. When | had boobs and
long hair, men would flirt with me. | could be
on a train and there would be men looking
and staring. | became more confident.
It was also because | finally became
myself. That was how | wanted to dress.
Sometimes | would just sit there so the men
could look at me. That made me feel good.
| kept doing that. | let my hair grow longer,
dyed it, and put on make up. These little
things made me happy. | starting seeing
someone in the 14™ or 15" year of marriage —
we hadn’t broken up then. | would be chatting
with men and meeting up with them.
Eventually | got to know my partner—
the one I'm with now, the second one.
| started to feel like | had a choice. | stayed
over at my man’s. We had sex. Then |
would have fights with my then husband as
much as | wanted. If he was going to kick
me out, | had a place to sleep. As soon as
| got my German passport, | got divorced.

Once | broke up with my husband, | worked
as a prostitute. 80% of Thai women were
either masseuses or prostitutes.

It started from going along with a friend who
was around Thai Park. She had a massage
parlor so | went along. | got some small
jobs. Afterwards, | went by myself and, oh,
this gave me money.

| was away a lot. Sometimes | was gone for
a few weeks, or a month at a time. It wasn’t
normal but it was common. There were a lot
of cases like mine. If the husband couldn’t
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cover the expenses, Thai women would
take jobs at massage parlors. Sometimes
the men knew, they just didn’t say anything.
It would only hurt themselves so they turned
a blind eye to it. They didn’t have money for us.

To be honest, | wasn’t pretty as a kid.
| didn’t have a boyfriend and all that, right?
When | married, my husband didn’t really
care for my body or anything. He didn’t
exactly treat me nicely, right? When | got
into this job, sex was also a need for me.
| never had a partner who | could exchange
sex with on a regular basis. When | got into
this job— well, | got money and sex. And it
wasn’t that | only had old clients. There
were also handsome ones. | felt, oh, why
are you giving me money”? A nice-looking
one like you is hiring me? | felt happy. And
when | got the money and could take care of
myself, | also got freedom, and confidence.

My family knew. They don’t care, sister,
as long as the money gets to my mom’s
bank account.

| am not working in Germany anymore. At first
| worked in Germany. When | realized, oh,
| had the German passport and could work
in Switzerland. Others couldn’t go— those
with a Thai passport and a German visa—
they couldn’t enter Switzerland. | could go
because they allowed Europeans to work in
Switzerland for 3 months a year.

When | got to Switzerland, | wanted to try
a new market, sister. | used to live in Berlin.
This job let me travel. What job would give



you traveling, money, and sex? | went to
Stuttgart, Cologne, and all these places.
Oh, | never went to Switzerland. Let’s go.
So | went.

There were these houses for rent. They
would sublet the rooms. It was kind of like
a hotel except you could do prostitution
there. There was something called S&M.
The S&M type liked it rough. They dressed
up in leather and did stuff like— they had
their own ‘menu’. The regular sex included
hugging, kissing, and sixty-nine, stuff like
this. But if you were to do it rough, | could
pee on you. You could pee on me. Some
stuff was really twisted. Some psycho
would even eat poop— stuff like that.
| couldn’t do it. You would discuss it together
first. What do you want? Do | do you, or do
you do me”? Do you want girlfriend sex, or
do you want me to service you? | couldn’t
take the really weird ones.

| still had my ‘snake’ so | was considered
a “transexual.” The guys with wigs were
called transvestites. My ads would say
“TS Korn.” The women who had gone
through the full surgery were “transgenders.”
Those were the categories. | was a TS with
my ‘snake.” There was a group that liked it.
| think it was a fad for European men.
Women just wouldn’t do anymore. There
were a lot of Thai women. Women were just
normal. Some men were married to a woman
for 5 or 10 years, and they were always
the dominant one. They wanted to be
the submissive for once. That’s normal.
| think sex is normal. Everyone is curious.
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Then like | told you— they would see me
and think, “She was once married. Her body
and face were like a woman’s but down below
was like a man’s. What’s that like?” Do you
understand how it was? “Oh, this is a woman
but she still has a penis. What would it be
like?” They would wonder.

\What event made me feel the most vulnerable?
| think it was painful with my mom. | was
upset. She was someone who loved me
or someone | should love, but the things
she did to me— she wasn’t gentle to me.
She should have loved me, | think. If you
ask whether | love her, | do, but | need to
love her— she was my mother, because of
that fact. But she should be nice to me,
more gentle with me as a child. She shouldn’t
have said a lot of things to me. | wanted to
be like a normal person, like you. | wish
| missed her—called and asked what she
wanted from here. | wanted to want to bring
her nice things. | wanted all those things but
sometimes | just resent her. If | didn’t take
care of her, no one would. My brother
wouldn’t. But | have to take care of her.
But | want her to be my number 1, but she
can’t act like my number 1. That made me
sorry the most. It’s like | have no home.
Here is another reason why | could stand
my husband for so long. If | had to choose
between going back to mom or staying with
my first husband, | chose staying with
my first husband— at least it was more
peaceful than being with my mom.

She is softer now. It’s her age, too. And
back then she was the one taking care of me.



Now that | take care of her, she can’t really
fight back. | punished her many times.
She would say, “Send me the money now.
| have no money to gamble on cards,”
or she could be complaining about my
younger sibling, and my older brother. | told
her why she had to take care of them when
they were 30 or 40 years old— they were
grownups. Mom said, “They are my kids,”
so | asked, “Am | not your kid? Why are
you asking me money for stuff like this?”
There was a 2-3-year period during which
| didn’t talk to her at all. | just shut her out.
We didn’t talk. When | came back to Thailand,
| didn’t step inside the house.

If | could choose, | would do it all over
again. I'm proud of myself now. | told you
how TSs have “snakes,” TGs are the post-
surgery katoeys. TVs are the ones with
wigs. If you were to offer me a free surgery
at Yanhee Hospital, | think | would say no.
| like how | am. | feel unigue and proud.
| know a lot of kathoeys. We know we are
not women. If we go through the surgery,
then we would have to behave like women.
Those who chose the surgery would be
really upset if the men knew or if people
could tell that they were katoeys, because
they have gone through a lot. For me,
| don’t care if someone call me a kathoey,
or if a guy knows that how | am since
the beginning. I’'m unique— you can’t just
find me off the street. Some men told me
that usually they wouldn’t pay for a sex
worker but they would pay for me because
they were curious, or because they were
into it— into women with male genitals.
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| had something they couldn’t find anywhere
else. They had to come to people like me.
| admit this was how | could still make money.

It’s a fact that Thais sell sex. Let’s say—
out of 10 katoeys like me, with or without
the surgery, including all TSs and TGs,
all standing at Thai Park, how many you
think are not selling sex? One. Right? Some
would admit they are a sex worker and
some wouldn’t. I'm one of those who don’t
care. So what? | have money. | would post
photos on Facebook without giving it a second
thought. | don’t care who talks. | would take
a photo with my client in bed with the red
light. We just did it. They would Kill to
be me. | even get paid for it. The prettiest
katoeys like those Miss Alcazar winners
would still have to shower their men with
money. |, looking like | do, get paid to get
laid with men. Take a look at our country’s
main income. Palm oil, rubber, and rice are
our main exports, right? If you take a good
look at money made from exporting women,
it could be more than rice and palm oil.
But Thailand is country of hypocrisy.
The Philippines has their women working
abroad— their main income is from maids
and nannies. They consider these women
sheroes. But Thailand wouldn’t accept
the fact that you are a country of sex.
I’m not trying to be offensive. It really is
a country of sex. You have more whores
than any other country. Most Thai women
who left the country— not everyone, and
though they don’t accept it, most of them —
are illegal sex workers. Sex shops are
illegal. Bars are illegal. There is no sex in



Thailand. There is no whore in this world.
Thailand is, like | said, a country of hypocrisy.
Pattaya is one district that governs itself in
Thailand, not asking for any of the country’s tax
money. If we were to legalize all the whore-
houses, bars, and massage parlors like
Germany, who do you think would lose their
benefits? The politicians and policemen
make a living out of these businesses every
month. People who own strip clubs, gar bars,
and sex shows, need to pay them every
month. How many bars are there? It is
a tremendous amount of income. If it was
legal, the police would lose their power.
In Sweden and other countries where they
ban prostitution, the reason isn’t morality,
it’s money. Money from prostitution is from
the black market and cannot be regulated.
The countries wouldn’t be able to collect
taxes. Sweden enforces the strictest laws
against prostitution, but actually they are
only against black-market money.

As for social acceptance in Thailand— if
| just hope for them to accept me like people
do abroad, that is impossible. It has been
ingrained in the heads of Thais, Thai men
since the beginning of time that kathoeys
are clowns, like on the television, like in Hor
Taew Taek comedy nonsense. We can only
be clowns. From what | see in the last 10-
20 years, things have become more open
between men and women, men and men,
gays and gays, or men and transgenders.
It is a lot more open, but it’s not all open.
It is not like in the Europe, right? If | loved
someone in Thailand, being a kathoey,
| would have to give him everything, pay for
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him, and take care of him. But if | loved
a man from Germany or Switzerland, they
would even forget that | was a katoey.
They would treat me like a woman. Do you
understand? It's different, | think. If we
want to change people’s mindset, you
would have to start with the newborns,
which is difficult, | think. It goes all the way
to our politics.

| would like to have a different job, too,
but I’'m not ready for it now. | also think that
| can still do this job. | want to save up
some money, and when | have a chance at
a different job with an income that will let
me stay here, | will do it. It’s about money.
I’ve been married for a long time, what job
can | do? Starting a new career is difficult.
Now | can save up some money. | will be
50 soon. Like everyone who comes abroad,
| want a house and other things. When
I’m old, | can do what makes me happy.
Stuff like that.
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