
The sounds that you heard from the moment you step into the exhibition room
might feel unfamiliar and incomprehensible; however,

they are actually greetings and welcome messages in local dialects
of ethnic groups here in Thailand.

This so called ethnic diversity is often viewed as differences
which are followed by questions of who these people are, where they are from, 

and where they live. This frequently makes us feel distant, unfamiliar, and distrustful,
and in turn creates a line of otherness that divides ‘them’ from ‘us.’

‘Them’ and ‘us’ are simple words that create distance which can’t be seen,
but can easily be felt. Even though the residences of the ethnic groups are

very remote in reality, if people open their hearts and minds to learn
about these differences, they will find a whole new area of unique stories

and identities of diverse ethnic groups waiting to be discovered.
We need to get to know each other in order to build an understanding,

and to see each other through a wider perspective.

Sound of the Soul sound art exhibition introduces selected sayings
from ethnic people who shared their thoughts and feelings with us. 

We present those voices in this space to create a place for the sounds of life to be heard,
and increase the opportunity for the audience to listen to stories

they may never heard before.

Let us open our ears and our hearts to listen…

Every sound you heard in this exhibition: music, atmosphere, natural ambience,
and voices of the people, are collected from real locals and locations.

They are sounds that represent identities of the people who have spirits,
body and hearts just like us. When we open our hearts to listen and

learn about their stories, we may find that the line that separates them
from us doesn’t exist. We may come to acknowledge that these

rich and diverse cultures of ethnic groups should instead be celebrated.
There are plenty of opportunities to connect and create new things together

when we take on new perspectives, open our minds, 
and step in to get to know each other.

We hope that from now on every voice will be accepted,
that everyone is able to tell their stories,

and that there will be people who listen to those voices without prejudice.

We will always hope for that day to come.

“Mae-Sirasar Boonma” and “Rux–Pansita Sasirawuth” are the founders of Hear & Found,
an artist group which believes that creative communication can lead to social changes.

Mae and Rux aim to reduce discrimination and views of otherness towards marginalised
ethnic groups in Thailand, as they believe that a liveable society is one that respects
differences and is open to diversity. They intend to create a space where the voices of
different cultures can be heard, a platform where community products can be presented
for the general public through their expertise: “sound, music and communication,”
in order to build a more understanding society, and help the locals generate income from
their skills and abilities.

About the exhibition

This exhibition can be defined as an attempt to connect and tell stories of diverse groups
of people through sounds and music.

The team’s core work is to travel to visit as many villages of ethnic groups as possible,
staying at their houses, eating their foods, and following their local routines in order to
learn and understand their ways of life. At the same time, the team tries to find out
the meanings of their local music and record various sounds to be presented creatively
with other artists in the project. Every sound recordings that are presented are
carefully selected with limitations and roles of music in each community taken into
consideration, and has already been authorized by the creators. The team also discussed,
brainstormed, and developed the works with curators and other artists.

DuckUnit was established in 2005 with early works including concert stage designs and
artworks production for Wit Pimkanchanapong, the founder. With the company’s
various interests and passion in exploring possibilities, DuckUnit’s design works is based
on experimentation, finding possibilities of connection among different mediums 
be it moving images, light, and space. DuckUnit’s works span from concert stages,
theatre designs, light art installations, to performance arts. In recent years,
DuckUnit has been experimenting with mechanical systems in order to use them in
installations, while also keep on exploring their interests in different subjects. 

About the exhibition

Being surrounded by mountains, trees and nature is the atmosphere that we can feel
every time we leave the city to be in an unfamiliar area.

Nevertheless, being away from the city and coming in contact with people who are
different from us in terms of language, lifestyle, food and beliefs in many ways;
even though we are in the same country and despite the distance, there are many
layered veils that block our understanding, making us not seeing, 
not wanting to understand, or even leading us to misunderstandings.

Anyhow, when we actually look and get involved with them, we realise that perhaps
these different beliefs, languages, among many others, are just external images that
make us feel different, but at the core of organisms living together in nature,
there probably wouldn’t be much different needs at all.

If we position ourselves at the centre, sometimes it is hard to decide if we
(the city people) or the others who are different from us are more alienated from nature.

This exhibition has been designed for the audience to be immersed in the atmosphere of
the place and the people who are different, so that they can observe, listen, understand,
and be more open to diversities. If we learn to understand each other more, differences
would just be a normal thing that exists in every being in nature. 

Rueangrith Suntisuk 
DuckUnit

Supachai studied film, but has always been drawn towards photography as he likes to
work alone or only with a small group of people. He mainly works with portrait
photography following his role as a magazine photographer; apart from that, he is
interested in humanity, and he portrays this through still photos, often with black and
white films.

Supachai also likes doing field work because he believes that each place reflects each
person’s unique character and story. Following this interest, he had written articles
and interviews to convey the stories that couldn’t be told through photography alone,
and then he moved into documentary filming in order to hear the voices of people.

Currently Supachai works based on his curiosity through still images, articles, and
moving images to feed his enthusiasm in discovering different ways of life.

About the exhibition

The other day I asked Patee Ae after hiking up to the watershed forest if tomorrow
morning Patee Jorni will come to the field and at what time, as I wanted to meet and
take photos of him. Patee Ae said it is a matter of tomorrow, who knows if he will come,
until tomorrow you’ll know.

A morning before that day while I was having coffee at the homestay, I saw Patee Jorni
riding his bike to the field. I looked at my watch, it says 8 am. So, I intend that one 
morning I will go and wait for him.

This morning I came to wait for Patee at the field with my video equipment ready,
imagining him riding a bike along the slope of the road, but it is unknown whether
he will come or not.

On the other side of the road, three teenagers walked by, 
one of them asked what I’m here for.
“I’m waiting for Patee Jorni, is he coming?” I asked.
“He’ll come eventually,”
I hope so.

At 8 am, quietly, a bike strolled down the slope. When the bike reached the foothill, 
Patee got off the bike and led it up another hill.

That morning I walked with the old man, listening to his stories.

At one moment, a question entered my mind at the same time with the flash of image
from the watershed forest the other day. I think of the Matrix movie as humans are 
persuaded to join the virtual world, a fictitious universe. We are plugged at the back of
our napes to consume the energy fed by illusion. This might be pessimistic,
but who can tell if life will not be that way, enslaved to something.

I listened to Patee Jorni’s stories, listened to the sound of insects, felt the heat and
humidity in the weather, and took a deep breath. The two Patees took me away from
that illusion for a while. It was that morning that once again made me realise
what was important in life, if not clean water, clean air and a free life.
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