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Asiatopia

Organized by
Concrete House, an art and community action center.
57/60 Tivanond Road, Talad Kwan District, Nonthaburi 11000, Thailand
Tel: +66-2526-8311, info@asiatopia.org, www.asiatopia.org,

Asiatopia performance art festival founded in Bangkok in 1998, by
a Thai performance artist Chumpon Apisuk and his colleagues such as Vasan
Sitthiket, Paisan Plienbangchang, Surapol Panyavachira, etc... Today the
festival has become one of the mostimportant performance platform in Asia,

and in the international community of performance art.

Asiatopia is the combination of the words "ASIA"and "TOPIA". In
Greek "topos" means 'place' therefore meaning of the word 'Asiatopia’
conveys the attempt to create a place for asia among the stream of
globalization as local people try to create and presenttheir own identities.
It is the desire of locals to have both 'Asia's place' and 'a place for asia'.
It is something ideal and desired; therefore.asiatopia can be considered
a 'Utopia' as well.The meaning of the Greek word 'OU topos' means 'no
place' and froms a new meaning of ' the wonderful' virtuous, idealistic
place' because of the glorious Latin novel written by Sir Thomas More in
16th century.This story about an imaginary island called 'UTOPIA' refers
to a state of virtue and decency and the word 'Utopia’' has beem linked
to that novel ever since.As 'Utopia’ is an idealistic place. It does not exist in
reality (OU topos/no place),but s still a desirable place worth searching for.

The meaning od 'Asiatopia’' can be related to both 'topos' and 'ou topos'


mailto:info@asiatopia.org
http://www.asiatopia.org

of or for 'Asia’. Atthe same time it can be considered both as a goal and
a hope. Its goal is to create a place of and for Asia which is the hope for an
idealistic state, reflected in the words of Asiatopia founder Chumpon Apisuk
himself -"What can we do so that all the Asian artists don't have to go to

Europe to see each other?"

In November 2008, nearly 100 world reknown artists from 32 countries
took turn each weeks to celebrate 10 thanniversary of ASIATOPIA international

performance art festival.

Though performance practice has become a popular form among
younger generation in Europe and America, and many countries in Asia
with over 100 festival held world wide each year, but in Thailand government
agencies and private funders focus their supportin traditional art form, rather
than contemporary practices. However, In order to keep the creative form
going in the local art community most of the time the artists use their own

money, or have to work with limited budget.

Since the founding of Asiatopia a decade ago, many Thai
performance artists actively engaged in the international performance art
movement, and has been traveled world wide. Asiatopia, in turn has invited

more than 300 international artists to perform for the Thai public audience.

Asiatopia has been organised each year since 1998, in Bangkok and/
or in Chiang Mai. In 2008 and 2009, the festival took place in the recently
opened Bangkok Art and Culture Centre (BACC). This year it will take place
in 3 provinces, Bangkok at BACC, Chiangmai at Buak Haad Botanical Park,

Korat (Nakornratchasima) at Music, Art, Dance and Food Festival.
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ASIATOPIA 13/2011

International Performance Art
23 Nov. - 11 Dec. 2011

Bangkok - Chinagmai
and Korat(optional)

“Eartheffect Tansziiiaw”
Year 2010-2011

Earth quake shook Heiti, Chili, New Zealand, Japan.
The tear of the sea shredded Japan in our very eyes.
Then nuclear radiation spells the air and water and products of
the earth.
Mud slides after off-seasonal heavy rain hit southern Thailand
destroyed many villages and damage the region infrastructure...
In Northern Burma many villages and hundreds of lives were de-
stroyed by earth quake, while we've never heard of such lost..!
This Eartheffect is of nature...
But in the other Eartheffect...

People uprising in Tansania followed by Egyptians, which change
the government.

Today people's call for change echoing in Libya, Yemen, Syria
and Jordan and etc...
And here... in Thailand
The politic of voicing untruth.
Politic of power of lies and corruptions.
How long this would let go on?...
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Selected International Artists at Asiatopia 13/2011

Asiatopia this year invited artists from Latin culture in
exchange with East Asian artists. Each artists are selected by Vasan
Sitthiket and Chumpon Apisuk the festival co-curator. The aim of this
selection is to bring artists who works in groups, duo, and artists who
base their practice on communication - story telling, which focuses
interaction with the audience.
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Current

Even we realize that flood disaster in Thailand this year,
could blame mostly to mismanagement problems on the Thai
government, however, the un-imaginable amount of water due to
the world climate change is significant. We have come to face the
real change of our living earth. The effects from numerous tropical
storms has not just happen In Thailand, but to all countries in the
region. The lesson can not be dealt with in just only management
issues, but we must reduce our destructive production to this world
we live in.

We hope this exchange will bring US from different part of the
globe to a closer cooperation.
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An active member of SORO. Moohyeworked in natural
surrounding environment, however, she has developed works
indoor, in which she can directly interact with the audience.
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Perpetua Rodriguez(Chile)

She has been an active member of DEFORMES since 2006
Besides practicing performance Rodriguez teaches clay sculpture

and body work. In her performance Rodriguez use her body as
a statement of human status.
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at9gmiU Sakiko Yamaoka(Japan)

An international known Japanese performance artist, she has
been perform in all region of the world. Her works is audience
participatorial and interactive with public/people - enjoyable
together and in response to social/culture phenomenon.
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Richard Martel(Canada)

He was awarded "Reconnaisance" prize from the state of Quebec
in 2010, a respect teacher of performance art, director of Le Lieu
an international at organization, editor and co-founder of 'Inter'
a 25 years old performance art magazine, etc. Richard has been
to Asiatopia 3 times and a regular visitor of Asia. His recent
collection of his long time writing on art is now published in
French, English and Spanish.



Wudd Tavauluad
AU 24197 Ll@aniiy

fafluaanaiua Avitvrusauuuisauai
bede UaMNA aAduFAadL Afllnasu
wnunadu Aoansulunauinn wazeals e

A'lasmiiadu Iamanadaludavdn a1an
uauun dulufl meco Hiadu  wmeAnaile

SuauaulagaunnlulAuiIa  tWsIslUuNIg
waautnaiiuilulageaaniian luduuau

AILA  ANUIAUIVDINITATINIULDY
BhugdaAuT15 agfiviaWaIINNIAIINAIA

lunisvivuiaz n1sidialuainudund
wazeiy  Wunsudain dlauniiviidunis

dsvaunaguvaINdaLey TuN1ITunawd

UDIUNATAU

Francis O'Shaunessey(Canada)

& Sara Letourneau(Canada)

They started to work together since 2008, after started Normade
Performance Art Festival in 2007 which is become one of the
most successful festival in Quebec. Francis and Sara is trying to
develop series of works that investigate their being as man and

woman, while being together.



Verena Stenge (German)
& Andre Pagnes(Italy)
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The duo performers has been travel vastly in Europe and around
the world at least in the past 3 years. Their works are included
in video, live performance and performance workshops. Their
performance series BALADA CORPORAL consists of currently
four parts. It speaks about the continuity of becoming, the
difficulties of real encounters unleashing the physical boundaries
of body surface, and transformation through concrete
communication- physical, psychological, verbal and non-verbal.
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Jacques van Poppel (The Netherland)

Started his career as a performer in music. Since 1981 Jacques
learnt through his years of performing at various performance
events and via his encounters with various artists of differing
backgrounds. In his performances, Van Poppel creates a radical
narrative based on working with ordinary objects and related to
his "street-wise", personal life and individuality. He would invent
a situation, which breaks preconceived assumptions of art, and
welcome an intimacy with the audience.

Van Poppel often collaborates with other artists and is a member
of Black Market International since 1986. With German artist
Boris Nieslony he forms "Traum-Duo in der Auszeit". Also Dutch
trombone-player Wolter Wierbos is a regular partner in his
performances.

15



rdn1a ns2

HaauUS 1 ImusssIE@dZasuaue Tugme
AadwsafanaalsenagesEIzIANMINY
229A11 Bady moAdwNEuARUIUTINAY  duse
Wiun n15ﬁﬁv§ﬂuu1‘nuuuﬁu RansuinAangau
ndonus i dnsabirmighamisin

manluudfisafunnnfanssy wnsunfiauge
idoadeil Uhaniavsunvineuduaguzusmds g
Taunssafiafuyaiisiduniine < iiasaufiu
awnsiaIIng AWl AadEn
‘naw”viﬁjo azn15gATaLIIRINEIAN Lavdsuine

Pascale Grau(Swiss)

is an artist and cultural theorist currently living and working in
Basel. Since her return to Switzerland in 1995 Pascale Grau has
worked as an artist, lecturer and curator in the areas of
performance, video and installation. Numerous performances in
Switzerland and internationally; installations and videos
presented in various national exhibitions. In 2009 she received
the Werkpreis of the Kunstkredit Basel-Stadt and a monograph
of her art work. Since 2010 she is leading at the Institute for
Cultural Studies, ZHdK the SNF-DORE Researchproject archiv
performativ which is dealing with the theme of Documentation
in the Performative Act.
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Mok Chiuyu (Hong Kong)

One of the front line people in contemporary cultural activist,
theatre director, writer. He is a founder of Asian People's Theatre
Society, which is active in communities throughout old district

of Hong Kong, as well as organize performance art activities in
this island. He often quoted as an anarchist who never hid a

bomb in his pocket.
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Vasan Sitthiket(Thailand)

An artist, poet, song writer and activist. Though he is welknown
for his painting, in performance art he has been perform
worldwide.
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writing and poem For performance to

deal with social context that still got
problem in present time... "LAY DOWN
Project" concept about LOVE and PEACE
to against the War and injustice
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Mongkol Plienbangchang (Thailand)

Mongkol's butterfly never moves it's wings, his poetic
performance has no words. He uses small sized materials, that
makes him looks like a giant who wants to destroy everything
in front of him. His works reflects to politic as versus to
humanity.
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Jittima Phosawake(Thailand)

A woman writer, documentary
film maker. Her TV documentary
about rice and culture in
Thailand is one of the widely talk
about. She began to make
performance in around 1995.
Her works is about how human
use natural resources as well as
distribution of wealth.
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Nopawan Sirivejkul(Thailand)

A cultural radio program host, Nopawan started her performance
after working as a manager of Asiatopia for many years. She is
presently one of the busiest performers who has been travel
extensively in Asia and Europe.
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Chakkrit Chimnok(THailand)
&Patree Chimnok (Thailand)

Chakkithas been working with Asiatopia in Chiangmai since 2004.
Patreeis a sculptor turn performer. The couple isjust starting to
perform together in this year. They create strong duo images of
continuous actions.
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Surapol Panyawacheera (Thailand)

In mid 70s, Surapol was one of the student movement leaders
in Korat. At an art school in Northeastern Technology Institute,
Surapol and his friends form a group sound performer called
"Bangladesh band". They makes sound from scrap metals,
sculpture, bicycles wheels and found objects. Today the group
members has become musicians, sculpture and Surapol works
quietly in his studio in Bangkok. As one of the pioneer in
performance art history in Thailand, this is his first time in
decades that he will perform in his home town, Korat.
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Chumpon Apisuk(Thailand)

A founder of Asiatopia, he is an art activist who tries to build
a strong artists community. He is one of the pioneer who
introduce performance art into Thailand. He has been
performed internationally since 1986. By establishing
Asiatopia, he is able to introduce Thai performers to
international art scene. His works is a personal response to
social-political events which effects to all people. His social
interactive project in which he co-work with his partner
Noi Apisuk " The Journey of Kumjing" won an international
award "Freedom to create" in 2009.
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Chiang Mai Young Experiments
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Smitchai Lertanan(Thailand)

Most of his projects represent sexuality in contextual everyday life.
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Boonsong Rodthab(Thailand)

Interested in the Philosophy, idea,
intelligence of human. The creation of
something Abstract.The expression is
the result of concrete. The results reflect
the very useful and disadvantage that
effect the human condition.
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Sitthikan O techadilok (Thailand)

He's kind of work was photography and graphic design. Became
interested in the art after a Bachelor Degree. Have an interest in
human relationships, memories and many stories.
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ASIATOPIA 13/2011 Schedule
Chiangmai City 23 Nov - 4 Dec

(No Asiatopia in Bangkok, we move to Chiangmai)

Chiangmai Contact:
Toi Padungsak Kochsomrong: kochsomrong64@gmail.com

23 Nov.  Arfist talk At Media Art & Design (06.00 pm)
1.Pascale Grau: Tableau Vivant
2.Richard Martel: street Action
Performance site research (CMU Art Center)

24 Nov. 7 PM onward: Asiatopia reception party and
opening at Sud Sanaen Pub and Restaurant,

Huey Kaew Road

25-27 Nov. 4 PM -7 PM Performance event at Chiangmai
University Art Center & other public location

Workshop by
1. Pascale Grau: Tableau Vivant

2. Richard Martel: street Action

28 Nov.  Nature tour around Chiangmai area

29 Nov. Historical day host by Khiew Suan Hom Group

30 Nov. Performance site research at Suan Buak Haad
Park for 2 week performance
Artists talk at CanDo bar, a Sex Workers
Collective Bar by EMPOWER Foundation
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I Dec. Site preparation

2-4 Dec. 4 PM -7 PM performance
at Suan Buak Haad Park

5 Dec. Free day, prepare to go to Korat
6 Dec. Leave for Korat morning arrive that same
evening

Korat contact: chumpon apisuk
chumpon@asiatopia.org

7 Dec. Get use to Korat, getting to know Korat team,
site research

8 Dec. Prepare performance, material hunting

9-11 Dec. Performance days at city square.
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Organizing Committee

Padungsak Kotchasumrong: Wﬂﬂﬁﬂé pdlsy  Festival Director
Noppawan Sirivejkul: uw2s504  &5139na Manager

Noi Apisuk : uag afigy Administration

Paisan Plienbangchang : nfa Wasuugw Committee
Mongkol Plienbangchang: uiaa \Wisuunege Committee
Chakkrit Chimnok : 3ns5n3% duuan Committee

Co-curators:

Chumpon Apisuk : uwa afiga

Vasan Sitthiket: 2dun andiunn

Chiangmai Team

Ratchanok(Nok) Ketboonruang : 5aun naua3ay
Workshop Co-Ordinator

Dokmai studio : man’lal @9t Graphic Design

Volunteer

Kittima Chareeprasit : finfinn an31szans
Krungpol Wanich : agiwa nila

Patipat Pintawana : Ufus fuszazun

Veerin Noijinda : Bun uauium

Nateepol Charoenthurayont u#iwa I,R]%ﬂalﬁﬁf_lu&;
Nitipan Promlek : fifiWus wsniman
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Art Nomade, Quebec, Canada
Le Lieu Art Center, Quebec City
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SPECIAL THANKS.

Kosit Juntaratip Tafin Junsiing
Austin Thein
Kuning Zai

Ragamuffin Jazz Trio :
Warut Ouisui 21908 asge
Sartra Boonvijit fdns1 ugyIIng

Jantima Kitisri Jufun AR

Farruca :
Supreeda Wongsansee
Kongkiat Ruennoy
Daniel Styles

CNX

CMU Art Center vafadimusssn u.
Media Art & Design Departnent CMU
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